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Christine Hwang 
ckhwang@umich.edu | 1-256-520-1293 

Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning 
2000 Bonisteel Blvd, Ann Arbor MI 48109 

EDUCATION  

2018 - present PhD in Urban and Regional Planning 
Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
Advisor: Scott Campbell (Urban and Regional Planning); Committee: Angela Dillard 
(History), Robert Fishman (Architecture and Urban and Regional Planning), and 
Harley Etienne (Urban and Regional Planning) 
 

2012 - 2014 Master of Urban Planning 
Concentration: History and Theory of Urban Interventions 
Harvard University Graduate School of Design Cambridge, MA 
Advisors: Jay Cephas (Thesis) and Neil Brenner 
 

2006 - 2010 Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 

PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES 

2024 (In Press) Hwang, C. and Helps, D. “’See Detroit Like We Do’: White Savior Capitalism and the 
Myth of Black Obsolescence.” American Quarterly, 76(1). 
 

2021 Hwang, C. (2021). “Rethinking Religion and Planning at the Lunch Counter.” 
Planning Theory and Practice, 22(2). 
https://doi.org/10.1080/14649357.2021.1908078 

MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION 

Under 
Peer Review 

Hwang, C. and Etienne, H. “Drawing Your Neighborhood: Cognitive Mapping in 
Moments of Crisis and Change.” 

INVITED LECTURES 

2022 
 

Detroit River Research Group, University of Windsor. Winter Lecture Series. 
“The Unbounded Parish: How French Colonization Continues to Shape a Region.” 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

October 2023 “The Space Between a Neighborhood and a Community: Race, Religion, and the 
Catholic Parish in Twentieth Century Detroit” Urban History Association, Pittsburgh, 
PA 
 

October 2023 “The Intersection of Church and Neighborhood: The Catholic Parish and Racial and 
Religious Turmoil in Twentieth-Century Detroit” American Collegiate Schools of 
Planning, Chicago, IL 
 

June 2023 “Overlapping Faith: How the Catholic Church Planned Neighborhoods Midst Racial 
and Religious Change in Twentieth-Century Detroit” 
Environmental Design Research Association, Mexico City, Mexico 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14649357.2021.1908078
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January 2023 “The Parochial Paradox: The Parish Neighborhood as Anchor and Bunker in Mid-

Twentieth Century Detroit” 
American Catholic Historical Association, Philadelphia, PA 
 

November 2022 “How the Catholic Church Planned Neighborhoods Midst Racial and Religious 
Tension in Twentieth-Century Detroit” 
American Collegiate Schools of Planning, Toronto, Canada 
 

October 2022 “Planning Hope in Spaces of Paradox: Twentieth Century Detroit and the Catholic 
Parish” 
Society of American City and Regional Planning History, New York, NY 
 

May 2021 “Putting the Neighborhood on the Map: Local Sovereignty in the Face of Urban 
Crisis” 
Environmental Design Research Association (Online Format) 
Co-Author: Harley Etienne 
 

November 2020 “Drawing Your Neighborhood: Cognitive Mapping in Moments of Crisis and Change” 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning (Online Format) 
Co-Author: Harley Etienne 
 
“When Neighborhoods Overlap: Seeing Like a Flickrer” 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning (Online Format) 
Co-Author: Babak Soleimani 
 

October 2019 “(De-)Anchoring Neighborhood: Detroit’s Parochial Schools as Contested Space” 
Society of American City and Regional Planning History, Arlington, VA 
 

April 2019 “The [non]gift of the postwar Catholic campus” 
Instant Knowledge: Detroit Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
Co-Author: Bader AlBader 
 

September 2018 “The Parish as Destination” 
Destination: Detroit Department of Islamic Studies, University of Michigan 
Detroit, MI 
 

May 2017 “Baltimore: People, Place and Cultural Mapping” 
National Neighborhood Indicators Partnership, Baltimore, MD 

PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP 

2021 
 
 

Hwang, C. and Helps, D. “Detroit’s Carceral Landscape: Police, Politics and Profits 
in America’s Blackest City – and How Detroiters are Reimagining the Future.” 
Michigan-Mellon Project on Egalitarianism and the Metropolis Multimedia Report. 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c9840adc6f6243f59e33de21a0675d4d 
 

2019 Hwang, C. and Herscher, A. “Decolonizing the Chicago Cultural Center.” 2019 
Chicago Biennial Exhibition. 
 

2017 Hwang, C., Myatt, A., and Iyer, S. “GEOLOOM co<map.” Baltimore Neighborhood 
Indicators Alliance Interactive Mapping Tool. https://www.geoloom.org 

 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c9840adc6f6243f59e33de21a0675d4d
https://www.geoloom.org/
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POLICY REPORTS 

2018 
 

Iyer, S. and Hwang, C. (2018). Cultural Mapping Baltimore: The Creation of 
GEOLOOM co>map (Community Scope Vol. 6 Issue 1). Federal Reserve Bank of 
Richmond.  

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

August 2022 – 
Present 
 

Research Assistant for Martin Murray and María Arquero de Alarcón 
Michigan-Mellon Project on Egalitarianism and the Metropolis 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

March 2020 – 
Present 

Research Assistant for the Carceral State Project 
Michigan-Mellon Project on Egalitarianism and the Metropolis 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

May – August 
2019 

Research Assistant for Jay Cephas 
Department of Architecture 
Northeastern University Boston, MA 
 

June – August 
2019 

Research Assistant for Andrew Herscher and Ana María León 
Settler-Colonial City Project 
Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

June – August 
2019 

Research Assistant for June Manning Thomas 
Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

June 2014 – 
December 2018 

Research Assistant for Quinton Mayne 
Copenhagen Sustainable Transportation Project 
Harvard Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation Cambridge, MA 
 

June – 
December 2013 

Research Assistant for Neil Brenner 
Urban Theory Lab 
Harvard University Graduate School of Design Cambridge, MA 
 

June 2007 – 
February 2008 

Research Assistant 
Institute for Social Research 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

September – 
December 2021 

Graduate Student Instructor 
Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
Instructor: Harley Etienne 
Course: Introduction to Urban and Environmental Planning 
 

January – April 
2021 
 

Graduate Student Instructor 
Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
Instructor: Larissa Larsen 
Course: Fundamentals of Planning Practice 
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September – 
December 2019 

Graduate Student Instructor 
Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
Instructor: Kimberley Kinder 
Course: Planning Theory 
 

September – 
December 2013 

Teaching Assistant 
Harvard University Graduate School of Design Cambridge, MA 
Instructor: Neil Brenner 
Course: History and Theory of Urban Interventions 

GRANTS AND AWARDS 

2023 Outstanding Doctoral Student Service Award in Urban and Regional Planning 
2022 Rackham Conference Travel Grant. Rackham Graduate School, University of 

Michigan; $1,150 
2022 American Catholic Historical Association Summer Research and Writing Grants; 

$2,500 
2022 Rackham Predoctoral Fellowship. Rackham Graduate School, University of 

Michigan; $34,794 
2020 Rackham Conference Travel Grant. Rackham Graduate School, University of 

Michigan; $800 
2018 Rackham Conference Travel Grant. Rackham Graduate School, University of 

Michigan; $800 
2009 State of Michigan Cool Cities Initiative Research Grant, $5,000 
2006 Michigan Mathematics Award, University of Michigan 
2006 Michigan Scholars Award, University of Michigan 

ACADEMIC SERVICE 

June 2019 - 
Present 

Co-Coordinator, Planning + Architecture Research Group 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

May 2021 Coordinator and Moderator, Alumni Panel: An Overview of Divergent Post-PhD 
Paths 
Planning + Architecture Research Group, University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

March 2021 Coordinator and Moderator, Faculty Panel: Collaboration and Ethnography 
Planning + Architecture Research Group, University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

February 2021 Peer Reviewer, Agora Journal of Urban Planning and Design 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

December 2020 
– February 2021 

Anti-Racism Workshop Committee 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

October 2020 Coordinator and Moderator, Alumni Panel: 3-Paper Dissertation 
Planning + Architecture Research Group, University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

April – August 
2020 
 

Bi-weekly Reading Group Facilitator 
Planning + Architecture Research Group, University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

June 2020 Co-Editor, Viral Solitude e-zine 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
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April 2020 Coordinator, Dissertation Proposal Workshop 
Planning + Architecture Research Group, University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

February 2020 Peer Reviewer, Agora Journal of Urban Planning and Design 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

January 2020 Conference Co-Coordinator 
Planning + Architecture Research Group Biennial Conference: Utopia vs. the City 
Keynote: Saskia Sassen 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

December 2019 Guest Studio Reviewer, Architecture Studio, Instructor: María Arquero de Alarcón 
“Emerging Urbanism in De-Industrializing Urban Regions” 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

November 2019 Coordinator, Pedagogical Sharing Workshop: Equity in the City 
Planning + Architecture Research Group, University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

September 2019 Coordinator, Presentation Workshop 
Planning + Architecture Research Group, University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 
 

October 2015 Guest Studio Reviewer, Design Studies, Instructor: Heather Bradbury 
Maryland Institute College of Art Baltimore, MD 
 

January 2014 Admissions Committee, Master of Urban Planning Program 
Harvard University Graduate School of Design Cambridge, MA 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

June 2015 – 
December 2019 

Urban Planner & Designer 
Living Design Lab Baltimore, MD 

 
September 2015 
– July 2018 

 
Arts & Culture Research Fellow 
Baltimore Neighborhood Indicators Alliance Baltimore, MD 
 

August 2010 – 
March 2012 

Communications Associate 
National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty 
 

May – August 
2009 

State of Michigan Cool Cities Initiative Research Intern 
Eastern Market Corporation Detroit, MI 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

June – 
September 2015 

Urban Planner & Designer 
Neighborhood Design Center Baltimore, MD 

SKILLS 

Technology Adobe Suite (Illustrator, InDesign, Photoshop) 
ATLAS.ti 
Geographical Information Systems (ArcGIS Desktop, ArcGIS Pro) 
Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Powerpoint) 
NVivo 
 

Research Archival Research 
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Demographic Analysis 
Historical Mapping 
Interviews 
Spatial Analysis 
Statistical Analysis 
Survey Design 
 

Design Data Visualization 
Drawing 
Graphic Design 
Map Design 

 


